Alterations in taste reactivity to alcohol in rats given continuous alcohol access followed by abstinence.
Naive, male rats (n = 14) were given continuous access to 10% alcohol and water for a period of 6 weeks. Concurrent taste reactivity tests showed a consistent increase in ingestive responding to a range of alcohol concentrations (10%-40%) over the course of alcohol access. The rats also showed a consistent decrease in aversive responding over time. These data suggested that the palatability of alcohol increased with alcohol experience. After a 1-month period of alcohol abstinence, however, ingestive taste reactivity to alcohol returned to the same level as that found when the rats were alcohol naive, whereas aversive responding approached the level seen initially. A separate control group (n = 13) given only water for the same length of time failed to show similar changes in taste reactivity to alcohol solutions.